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adj. [mcene, Saxon.] 

1. Wanting dignity } of low rank or birth. 

She was ftncken with moft oblKnate love to a yarn,. man 
but of mean parentage, in her fatW. . your man 
philos ; fo mean as that h, ' .T , court ’ named Ant ‘- 
-d by that means, without 

This faireft maid of fairer mind ; *' “• 

'Let nnTe 7fdl f in T™ born a V™- Sidney. 

And fiL f l d / Car keep wiih the mem ' h °m man, * 
Tme h har r° U r r ‘ n 3 ^ heart - Skak 'ft- Henry VI. 

E,„ ,?n h p , e IS and fiies WIth fwallow wings ; 

a In, S . lt 1 r ] ak “ = ods > ar ‘d meaner creatures, kings. Shat 

2. Low-minded; bale; ungenerous; fpiritlefs. 

I he lhepherd knows not thunder from a tabor. 

More than I know the found of Marcius’ ton»ue 
From every meaner man. Shakefpeare’s Coriolams. 

V^an you imagine I fo mean could prove 
To fave my life by changing of my love i Dryden 

wo topleafe - to ~ -* u 
„ . -,i , o . o malridpcs Germans 

3 * Contemptible ; defpicable. 

The Roman legions, and great Gefar found 
wur fathers no mean foes. Ph'l'-h 

I have facrificed much of my own felf-love, in preventing 
f h-°h r 7 f a ” y u OT T thin S s from feeing the light, but many 

which I thought tolerable. iff 

4 powlr'" thC ° f ^ propert y ; low in worth; lowin’ 

Some things are good, yet in fo mean a degree of good- 
nels, that many are only not difproved nor difallowcd of God 

r Th e "l‘ A r. > ,, Hooker, b. 11 . 

1 he lands be not holden of her majefty in chief, but by a 

mean tenure m foccage, or by knight’s fervice at the moft. 

■n .. . Bacon"s Office of Alienation. 

Ky this extortion he fuddenly grew from a mean to a mighty 
eltate, infomuch that his ancient inheritance being not & one 
thoufand marks yearly, he became able to difpend ten thou- 
fand pounds. Davies on /r , W 

1 o peaceful Rome new laws ordain ; 

Call’d from his mean abode a fceptre to fuftain. Dryden. 

5 * [Moyen, French.] Middle; moderate; without excefs. 

He faw this gentleman, one of the propereft and beft- 
graced men that ever I faw, being of middle age and a mean 
ftature. Sidney , b. ii. 

Now read with them thofe organick arts which enable 
men to difcourfe and write, and according to the fitteft ftyle 
of lofty, mean , or lowly. Milton on Education* 

6. Intervening; intermediate. 

In the mean while the heaven was black with clouds and 
wind, and there was a great rain. i Kings xviii. 45. 

There is French wheat, which is bearded, and requireth 
the beft foil, recompenfmg the fame with a profitable plenty; 
and not wheat, fo termed becaufe it is unbearded, is content¬ 
ed with a meaner earth, and contenting with a fuitable gain. 

Carew on Cornwall. 

Mean. n.f. [moyen , French.] 

1. IVJediocrity; middle rate ; medium. 

Oft ’tis feen, 

Our mean fecurities, and our mere dcfe&s 
Prove our commodities. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Temperance with golden fquare. 

Betwixt them both can meafure out a mean. Shakefp. 
There is a mean irl all things, and a certain meafure 
wherein the good and the beautiful confift, and out of which 
they never can depart. Dryden's Dufrefnoy . 

But no authority of gods or men 
Allow of any mean in poefie. Rofcommon. 

Againft her then her forces prudence joins. 

And to the golden mean herfelf confines. Denham. 

2. Meafure ; regulation. 

The rolling fea refounding foft. 

In his big bale them fitly anfwered, 

And on the rock, the waves breaking aloft, 

A folemn mean unto them meafured. Fairy Queen. 

3. Interval; interim ; mean time. 

But fith this wretched ivoman overcome, 

Of anguifh rather than of crime hath been, 

Referve her caufe to her eternal doom. 

And in the mean vouchfafe her honourable tomb. 

Fairy Queen. 

4. Inftrument; meafure; that which is ufed in order to any 
end. 

Pamela’s noble heart would needs gratefully make known 
the valiant mean of her fafety. Sidney , b. i. 

As long as that which Chriftians did was good, and no 
way fubjedt to juft reproof, their virtuous converfation was a 
m can to work the Heathens converfion unto Chrift. Hooker. 

It is no excufe unto him who, being drunk, committcth 
inceft, and alledgeth that his wits were not his own ; in as 
much as himfelf might have chofen whether his wits fhould 
bv that mean have been taken from him. Hooker. , b. i. 
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. He tempering goodly well 

Their contrary diflikes with loved means 

To , P aCC * hen ? a11 in orde L and compel! 

I o keep them .'elves within their fundrv reipn, 

X her - ink ’ d With adamant ine chains. ** * «, . 

111 devife a mean to draw the Moor h i^fr, 

thC Wa /’ that your C0nv erfe and builneft 
May be more free. 0/ r 

No place wi.H pleafe me fo, no mean of dfaT' ° Mh 
As here by Caefar and by you cut off. A. , 

Nature is made better by no mean, Sh « k ‘fpeare. 

But nature makes that mean ; fo over that art 
Which, you fay, adds to nature, is an art 
I hat nature makes* 0/ > r . r,,. 

Your doettine leads them to look on this^end 17’fr 
and on the means as indifferent LordRA'i effentlal . 

5 - It is often ufed in the by Comity ‘° ** 5 * 

matically with an adjelive Angular 7 ^ gram - 

~ , , Tlle more bafe art thou, 

X o make fuch means for her as thou haft done. 

And leave her on fuch (light conditions or , r 

. By this means he had them the more at vantage 

tlr Bec'’ d r h h rrafl ' ed ^' th 3 )0ng m3rch - Bac ° n ’ s Ilf 
Becaufe he wanted means to perform any great aft oil he 

made to return the fooner. Davies InfXl 

_ btrong was their plot, 

1 heir parties great, means good, the feafon fit, 

Their praa.ee clofe, their faith filled not. Darnel 
By this means not only many helpielb perfons will be pro¬ 
vided for, but a generation will be bred up not perverted bv 
any other hopes. r c JT ( x - v 

Who is ther« that hath the leifure and means to colledf^H 
the proofs concerning moft of the opinions he has, fo as 
fafely to conclude that he hath a clear and full view Locke 
A good charader, when eftablifhed, fhould not be refted in 
as an end. but only employed as a means of doing ftill farther 

^°t i . r -dt ter bury's Sermons. 

It renders us carelefs of approving ourfelves to God by re¬ 
ligious duties, and, by that means , iecuring the continuance 
of his goodnefs Atterbury’s Sermons. 

6. By all Means. Without doubt; without hefitation■ with¬ 
out fail. 

7. By no Means. Not in any degree ; not at all. 

The wine on this fide of the lake is by no means fo <r 00 d as 

« ° n the ,., 0ther ; , , Addifon on Italy. 

8. Means are likewife ufed for revenue; fortune; probably from 

defmenes. J 

Your means are very flender, and your wafte is great. 

Shakefpeare's Henry IV. 

Ruft fword; cool blufhes ; and, parolles, live 
Safeft in fhame ! being fool’d, by fool’ry thrive ; 

There’s place and ?neans for every man alive. * Sbakefp, 
For competence of life I will allow you. 

That lack of means enforce you not to evil; 

And, as we hear you do reform yourfelves. 

Give you advancement. Shakefpeare's Henry IV. 

Effex did not build or adorn any houfe; the queen per¬ 
chance fpending his time, and himfelf his means. JVotton. 

9. Mean-time. i In the intervening time: fometimes an 
Mean-while. J adverbial mode of fpeech. 

Me an-while 

The world ftiall burn, and from her afhes fpring 
New heav’11 and earth. ALiltoris Par. Lojl , b. iii. 

Mean-time the rapid heav’ns rowl’d down the light, 

And on the fliaded ocean rufh’d the night. Dryden. 

Mean-time her warlike brother on the feas, 

His waving ftreamers to the winds difplays. Dryden. 

Mean time y in (hades of night AEneas lies; 

Care feiz’d his foul, and fleep forfook his eyes. Dryden. 

Mean-while I’ll draw up my Numidian troops, 

And, as I fee occafion, favour thee. Addifon's Cato. 

The Roman legions were all recalled to help their country 
againft the Goths; mean-time the Britons, left to fhift for 
themfelves, and daily harraffed by cruel inroads from the 
Pidls, were forced to call in the Saxons for their defence. 

Swift. 

To Mean. v. n. [mecncn y Dutch.] To have in the mind; to 
intend ; to purpofe. 

When, your children ftiall fay, What mean you by this fer¬ 
vice ? ye fhall fay. It is the paffover. Exod. xii. 26. 

Thefe delights if thou canft give, 

Mirth, with thee I mean to live. Milton. 

To Mean. v. a. 

1. To purpofe ; to intend ; to defign. ? 

Ye thought evil againft me; but God meant it unto gcou, 
to fave much people alive. 

And life more perfect have attain’d than fate 
Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 

I practis’d it to make you tafte your cheer 
With double pleafure, drift prepar’d by fear: 

So loyal fubjects often feize their prince, 

Yet mean his facred peiffon hot the leaft offence. Dryden. 

7 2 . N 
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to underftand. 


2. To intend ; to hint covertly; 

I more eafily forfake an argument on which I could delight 
to dwell; I mean your judgment in your choice of friends. 

Dryden's Aurengzebe. 
Whatever was meant by them, it could not be that Cain, 
as elder, had a natural dominion over Abel. _ Locke. 

Mea'nder. n.f [.Meander is a river in Phrygia remarkable 
for its winding courfe.] Maze ; labyrinth; flexuous paffage; 
ferpentine winding; winding courfe. 

Phyficians, by the help of anatomical diffeeftions, have 
fearched into thofe various jneanders of the veins, arteries, 
and integrals of the body. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

’Tis well, that while mankind 
Through fate’s perverfe meander errs. 

He can imagin’d pleafures find. 

To combat againft real cares. Prior. 

While ling’ring rivers in meanders glide, 

They fcatter verdant life on either fide; 

The vallies fmile, and with their flow’ry face, 

And wealthy births confefs the floods embrace. Blatkmore. 
Law is a bottomlefs pit: John Bull was flattered by the 
lawyers, that his fuit would not laft above a year; yet ten 
long years did Hocus fteer his caufe through all the ?neanders 
of the law, and all the courts. Arbuthnot. 

Mea^drous. adj. [from meander.] Winding; flexuous. 
Me'ani ng. n.f [from mean.] 

1. Purpofe; intention. 

I am no honeft man, if there be any good meaning toward 
y°u- Shakefpeare's King Lear. 

2. Habitual intention. 

Some whofe meaning hath at firft been fair, 

Grow knaves by ufe, and rebels by defpair. Rofcommon. 

3. The fenfe; the thing underftood. 

The meaning , not the name, I call: for thou. 

Not of the Mufes nine. Milton's Par. Lojl , b. vii. 

Thefe loft the fenfe their learning to difplay. 

And thofe explain’d the meaning quite away. Pope. 

No word more frequently in the mouths of men than con- 
fcience; and tint meaning of it is, in fome meafure, under¬ 
ftood : however, it is a word extremely abufed by many, who 
apply other meanings to it which God Almighty never in- 
tended. Sw! j- t , s M -r eL 

Me anly. adv. [from mean.] 

1. Moderately; not in a great degree. 

t , mafter of St- John’s College, a man meanly 

learned himfelf, but not meanly affe&ioned to fet forward 
learning in others Afcham's Schoolmajler. 

In the reign of Domitian, poetry was but meanly cultiva- 
ted,.but painting eminently flourifhed. Dryden's Dufrefnoy 

2. Without dignity; poorly. 7 J J 

It was the winter wild. 

While the heav’n-born child, 

Mrnoanly wrapt in the rude manger lies. Milton. 

I he Perfian ftate will^not endure a king 
So meanly born. ^ l > c 1 

3. Without greatnefs of mind ; ungeneroufly. ^ 

Would you meanly thus rely 
On power, you know I muft obey. 

4. Without refpeft. 

thi?A r nd l e i d ’- 3 ”f ° Ur very names ’ fcem t0 I )2v e fomc- 
Tjfft 1 :. m them ; We C31 “ 0t ■** *° ----- think 

Me'anness. n.f. [from mean.] ^ 9tU . * L ° guL 

1. Want of excellence. 

ntw\T nil} n r ’ S ? reatnefs °r meamefs of knowledge to do 
other things, ftandeth in this place as a ftrancer with who™ 

OU Thi m fi° f P ra X er ha th nothing to do.’ Hooker 

tnalffip gUf£ “ ° f 3 l3ter d3tC ** —fi of the work-’ 

2. Want of dignity s ] ow rank ; poverty. *" ^ 

RmV, 0 . 0 ,?" n y m P ha have '‘tie to mens hearts, 

Ut as their meannefs larger hopes imparts. JValhr 

3. tSss*” 8 “ d - ™ 

The name of fervants has of old been reckon^ ^ • 1 

a certain meannefs of mind, as well as lowncffs^rf 1f d Zj 

A ‘ Sordidnefs ; niggardlinefs. South's Sermons. 


Me a 


NT, 


perf. and part. paff. of to mean. 

If ?y £ th y charming feIf be meant. 

If friendfhip be thy virgin vows extent: * 

• ^ et me in Aminta^s praifes join : 

Mease^ IT TTk? 1311 be> paffion thine - 

misd — * 

’^ L ^ b ' *-A ir riiin > La tm.] 
the c^momprafficrldTa^h-” 1 Wel1 knoWn in 

««ive of morbus/becaufeit hlth Lr'’ which is a dim i- 
3 ecaule lt iuth b een accounted a fpecie« 


as. 


Prior. 
a meafe 
Ainf 
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of fuch malignant and peftilential fevers, to which compara¬ 
tively this is fo in a much inferior degree. Qtiincy. 

My lungs 

Coin words till their decay, againft: thofe meafles , 

Which we difdain fhould tetter us, yet feek 
The very way to catch them. Shakefpeare's Conolanus. 

Before the plague of London, inflammations of the lungs 
were rife and mortal, as likewife the meafles . Arbuthnot. 

2. A difeafe of fwine. 

One, when he had an unlucky old grange, would needs 
fell it, and proclaimed the virtues of it; nothing ever thrived 
on it, no owner of it ever died in his bed ; the fwine died of 
the meafles, and the fheep of the rot. B. Johnfon's Difcovery, 

3. A difeafe of trees. 

Fruit-bearers are often infedled with the meafles , by being 
fcorched with the fun. Mortimer's Hufbandry* 

Me'asled. adj. [from meafles.] Infe&ed with the meafles. 
Thou vermin wretched, 

As e’er in meafled pork was hatched ; 

Thou tail of worfhip, that doft grow 
On rump of juftice as of cow. Hudibras , p. L 

Me'asly. adj. [from meafles.] Scabbed with the meafles. 

Laft trotted forth the gentle fwine. 

To eafe her againft the ftump. 

And dilmally was heard to whine. 

All as fhe ferubb’d her meafly rump. Swift. 

Me'asurable. adj. 

1. Such as may be meafured; fuch as may admit of computa¬ 
tion. 

God’s eternal duration is permanent and indivifible, not 
meafarable by time and motion, nor to be computed by num¬ 
ber of fucceffive moments. Bentley's Sermons . 

2. Moderate; in fmall quantity. 

Me'asurableness, n.f [from meafurable.] Quality of ad¬ 
mitting to be meafured. 

Measurably, adv. [from meafurable.] Moderately. 

Wine meafurably drunk, and in feafon, bringeth gladnefs 
of the heart. Eccluf xxxi 

MEASURE, n.f [mefure, French; menfura , Latin.] 

1. That by which any thing is meafured. 

A taylor’s news, 

Who flood with (hears and meafure in his hand. 

Standing on flippers, which his nimble hafte 
Had falfely thruft upon contrary feet. 

Told of many a thoufand. Sbakefp. King John. 

A concave meajure, of known and denominated capacity 
ferves to meafure the capacioufnefs of any other veffel. Holder 
All magnitudes are capable of being meafured; but it is 
the application of one to another which makes adhial mea- 

'Wh.n lvr r c 1 r - Holder on Time. 

hen Mofes fpeaks of meafures, for example, of an eohah, 

'a- !c " e "f what meafure he meant: that he him. 
XJf was (killed m weights and meafures, arithmetick and geo- 
metry, there is no reafon to doubt. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

' Toff 6 by j Wh r Ch thl,1 S 1S ad i ufte <l or proportioned. 

Gods goodnefs is the meafure of his providence. More 
1 expeft, from thofe that judge by firft fight and raih mea- 
fares, to be thought fond or infolent. 5 Glanville’s Seep 
3. Proportion; quantity fettled. 

Meafure is that which perfeaeth all things, becaufe everv 
thing is for fome end ; neither can that tiling be available to 
any end, which is not proportionable thereunto; and to pro¬ 
portion as well exceffes as defects are oppofite. Hoof; 

- enter not into the particulars of the law of nature or its 
meafures of pumihment; yet it is certain there is fuch a law. 

4 - A ftated quantity: as, a meafure of wine. 

ThetahT m mi - rth ’ an ° n We ' U drink a 

5- Sufficient quantity. Shakejpearc s Macbeth. 

rp-ii . , I d never paufe a^ain. 

Till either death hath clos’d thefe lyes of mine 

r A 9 r fortune g lv en me meafure of revenue S/mDA 

6. Allotment; portion allotted. reven S e ‘ Shakefpeare ,, 

To j. 2 °° d K , ent ’ how flla111 live aa <I work 
To match thy goodneis? life will be too ihort 
And ev’ry meajure fail me 0/ , ’ _. 

Uught, not furpaffmg human meafure f av Ti/r-i 

Our religion fets before us not the \ Y ' ^ , Mlhon * 

ftoick, who had, by obftinate nrir ‘ l 6 ° f a ftu P id 

againft all pain beyond the common P “/• hardened himfelf 

but an example of a man like ourfel ,7 , hu c manit >'» 

7. Degree. reives. I illotfon's Sermons. 

JlZufl d0W "’ “ »/fr> (iefeription of the 

There is a great meafure of aT * P e f cri P tim <f the World. 

formance of confeflion, iTo tha^vou ne>h° b?Ufed in the P er - 
q J neither oipit it when your 

own 
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